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March 7, 2010 Third Sunday of Lent

A person with a “figless” fig tree 

planted in his orchard was told by his 

gardener not to 

give up quite 

yet.   “Sir,” said 

the gardener, 

“leave it for this 

year also, and I shall cultivate the 

ground around it and fertilize it; it 

may bear fruit in the future.” 

The words of this week’s gospel ring 

in my ears as I stand in the front hall 

or visit the classes of KidsRelig.  

These words describe what we do 

and condemn what we don’t.  They 

are hope and challenge, 

encouragement and apprehension.  

The gospel words make me smile 

and worry at the same time.   

How about you?  Do you smile and 

worry too?  And, like me, do you let 

the busy-ness of it all rob you of the 

chance to ask why?  Why do we 

smile—what are we doing right?  

And worry—what’s going wrong, and 

what can we do better?   

The same gospel has a sense of 

urgency to it.  Like us, the gardener 

is only given so much time.  Use it or 

lose it!  So, here’s the question that 

keeps bothering me:  when do we 

start the conversation; and how?  

Got any answers?  Send them my 

way:    kidsrelig@optimum.net . 

For now, I’ll let you 

work on the worries, 

and I’ll take care of 

the smiles.  And there 

are lots of reasons to 

smile.  Here’s a few.  Sarah Girardi’s 3rd 

Graders responded immediately to the 

earthquake in Haiti and organized to 

collect money for disaster relief.  So far, 

they have collected almost $300.  Katie 

Holub and friends have led our Catholic 

Relief Services “Rice Bowl” effort.  

Several 5th Graders have volunteered to 

become altar servers without even being 

recruited by a certain pain-in-the-neck 

deacon.  Lenten Confessions continue 

for Grades 3-8, and 

everyone has been 

impressed with the 

seriousness of our kids 

as they celebrate the 

sacrament.  And speaking of seriousness, 

there was a very serious discussion in 

Sarah Girardi’s 3rd Grade Class about 

“Just Wars.”  (I’m not kidding!)  A very 

thoughtful question was raised and a 

very thoughtful conversation took place.  

Made me smile! 

FIRST PENANCE 

First Penance was scheduled for 

Saturday, February 27th.  

And like all of Chappaqua, 

it was snowed under.  

Rescheduling for a 

Saturday has proven 

impossible.  So, we will celebrate First 

Gospel (Lk 13:1-9) 

 
Some people told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with the blood of their 
sacrifices. 
Jesus said to them in reply,  
“Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way  
they were greater sinners than all 
other Galileans?  By no means! 
But I tell you, if you do not repent, 
you will all perish as they did! 
Or those eighteen people who were 
killed when the tower at Siloam fell 
on them—  
do you think they were more guilty  
than everyone else who lived in 
Jerusalem? 
By no means! 
But I tell you, if you do not repent, 
you will all perish as they did!” 
And he told them this parable:  
“There once was a person who had a 
fig tree planted in his orchard,  
and when he came in search of fruit 
on it but found none, 
he said to the gardener, 
‘For three years now I have come in 
search of fruit on this fig tree  
but have found none. 
So cut it down. 
Why should it exhaust the soil?’ 
He said to him in reply, 
‘Sir, leave it for this year also,  
and I shall cultivate the ground 
around it and fertilize it;  
it may bear fruit in the future. 
If not you can cut it down.’” 
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WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

 

GIRLS NIGHT OUT  

WEDNESDAY  

MARCH 10TH 

 

French American Bistro 

Mt. Kisco 

 

For Information 

Kathy Hoffman 
overlookers@msn.com 

 

 

EASTER OUTREACH 

SUNDAY 

MARCH 21ST 

Penance with our 2nd Graders during 

their KidsRelig time: 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Vessecchia and Ms. Ferroni 

(Westorcdhard) 

Tuesday, March 16th 

 

 Ms. Walsh and Ms. Aurora 

(Grafflin) 

Wednesday, March 17th
 

 

 Ms. Meyler and Ms.Tung & Ms. Zeller 

(Roaring Brook) 

Thursday, March 18th  

 

PARENTS ARE NOT EXPECTED TO 

ATTEND.  I would like to say, “You’re 

welcome to come.”  But I hesitate to say 

this, because some parents will not be 

able to attend for very good reasons.  

That will leave some kids with parents 

and some without.  A problem!  So, let’s 

just say that First Penance will be for the 

kids and their teachers, who will be led 

by the pastor, Msgr. Gilleece, and Msgr. 

Barry. 
 

Altar Servers for Holy Week and Easter 

I will be surveying who 

will be around during 

the school vacation.  

We will need to assign 

altar servers for our 

special celebrations, and we will want to 

be certain of their availability. 

 

 

 

 

 

New 5th Grade Altar Servers 
 

Some have already 

volunteered.  Thanks!  

I will stop in the 

classes this week to 

recruit others. 

 

 

 

Congrats to the Children’s Choir 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, two weeks ago, was fantastic.  

We look forward to Holy Week.  Thanks 

Ken. 

 

Remember KidsRelig E-NEWS 
remains available all week here at 

www.sjmchap.com ; click on our link 

 

Sorry about last week.  The Keenan-

Devlins were without power to get the 

webpage up and running. 

Love, 

Deacon Charlie 
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